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Introduction 


Stone carving art is one of the craft of India which is been transferred by the stone carvers from their fore 
fathers to the younger generations. One of the craftsmen located at the Hospet regions of Karnataka in India 
said this art was transferred to him by a person called Somanna Siddappa Shilpi from Veerarama road of Gadag 
in Karnataka. Further started working at the Khadirampura of Hospet as this place is itself very famous for their 
vibrant carvings on the stones. 


The stones are generally preferred from the Bellur Halebedu regions which engraves the special linings on its 
surface which gives a different look to the carved idols. Each craftsmen of this place follows the types of shali’s 
as per they have learnt and are comfortable at their work. Some follow the Vijayanagar Shaili, some the Chalu- 
kya Shaili and some others the Hoysala Shaili. Each depends on how the type of work is done on the Idol as per 
standing positions, sitting positions, slant positions etc. Measurements are taken as per the shilpa shastra with 
standing of 8 parts, sitting position of 5 parts and others referring to the shilpa shastra. Each Shaili varies as per 
the intricate work that is done in detail like Hoysala Shaili for very intricate works and Chalukya Shaili for very 
simple works. 


The craftsmen says he has worked to about 1000 designs to till date starting the stone carving at his very young 
age. Hampi is itself famous for the stone carved works which have been said to be done during the period of 

the Emperors rule. Even today the stone carvers at the Hampi / Hospet region try their best to put in the carved 
works seen around for which it is largely famous for. It is observed that the stone carvers sits in the hot sun to 
carve out the mass of stone to the required shapes and sizes for which they have trained. 


Few of the skilled artisans of Hospet. 
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Traditionally carved Balamuri Ganesh idol at Hospet. Experienced artisan carving the stone while making the 
idol. 
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Dwarapalaka (the guard) sculpture are usu 
installed at the entrance of the temple. 
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The Nagadevatha sculpture is being carved by an 
artisan. 
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Natya Raja idol with the smooth finishing. Intricately carved idol of goddess is ready. 
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Tools and Raw Materials 


The several types of tools and raw materials required for carving are as follows: 

¢ Hammers: It is generally used to give an impact on the stone surfaces. 

* Chisels (Flat, Pointed etc.): It is used to remove out the extra stone surface after the drawing is completed. 
¢ Flat Steel Straight Bars: It is used to mark the center part of the mass of stone to be carved. 

¢ Sketch Pen: It is used to draw the outlines of the Idols to be carved. 

¢ Grinding Machine: It is used to cut the mass of stone to the required size and shapes. 

¢ Files: It is used to get the finer detail and smooth surfaces. 

¢ Sandstone: It is used to sharpen the tools for a good carving. 

¢ Mirror: It is used to remove the small stone particles that enters the eyes of the craftsmen during carving. 
¢ Sand Paper: It is used to remove small amount of stone materials from its surface. 


¢ Rock Bar: It is used to move the mass of rock to the positions as per it is required. 


Black sketch-pen and pencil are used in marking the measurements on the stone. 
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Whet stone is used for sharpening the pointed chisels | Sandpaper is used for smoothening the surface area of 
and other tools. the sculpture. 
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Measuring tape is used in taking the measurements 
of the stone. 


* 


Scale is used for measuring and drawing purpose. 


Compass is used for measuring the dimensions of the 
stone. 


Metal File’s are used for sharpening the final figures 
before they are smoothened by sandpapers. 
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Stone cutting machine is used in removing the extra pieces of stone. 
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Making Process 


To the mass of rock the center straight line is drawn, 
to which the figure of the idol to be carved is drawn 
with a sketch pen such that the figure is at proportion 
on both sides. After the outline of the figure is com- 
pleted it is then hammered lightly with a flat chisel to 
enhance its outlines. 


Further the stones are alternately chiseled with the 
help of flat, pointed chisels to obtain the impression 

of the Idol to be made. It is further hammered more 
hardly with toothed, flat, pointed chisels to remove out 
the extra stone materials that is not required. 


After the extras are removed the detail part of the 
carving is done part by part with care, like the jewel- 
lery, dress material, postures of the hands, legs etc. For 
the removal of smaller portions it is filed with the hand 
files. As the Idol carving comes to the finishing stages, 
sand paper is used to obtain the smooth finish of the 
surface. In some cases to obtain the black coloured 
Idols cheraenae (locally called) is applied to the Idols 
especially like Black Krishna Shilae. 


Flow Chart of Making Process: 


“ 1. Carving is generally done on the 


C 
K 


¢ 


a ' 
7. For black coloured idols 
cheraenae (locally called) is applied. 


mass of the rock, on which the centre 
line is drawn. 


2. Figures are drawn proportionally 
on both sides of the center line with 
a sketch pen. 


3. The outlines are lightly hammered 


to highlight those portions. 


6. Surface of the Idol is sanded for 
smooth finish. 
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y y 
After the selection of stone, it is wiped with cloth to 
clean the surface. 


Ba - be Ay \ me, 
Initially the sketch is been made on the stone before Later the stone is been slightly carved upon the sketch 
it is carved. to make the markings. 
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The chisel is sharpened by rubbing it to the whet The second half of the stone is being carved manually 
stone. whereas the first half stone is cut by the machine where 
it is excess. 
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g carved by using sharp pointed chisel and hammer. 


The front side of the sculpture is bein 
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Artisan busy in bringing out t 
figure by carving it manually. 
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rly measured 


Idol which is carved according to the measurements. 
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The sculpture is being carefully carved on its back. 


The backside of the sculpture is being carved. 


The sculpture is smoothened by using filestosharpen After sharpening, sandpapers are used to rub on the 
the figure. whole sculpture to give the final finishing. 
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The finalized sculpture is ready. 


ee 


The god 


dess sculpture is ready to be insta 


wa vo 


lled at temple. 
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Products 


Many Standing and sitting statutes of different Idol are carved by the craftsmen. The sizes of the products of the 
craftsmen generally varies from 3 inches of height to 10 feet as per the customer's request. 


Generally statutes of Hanuman, Nandhi, Shiva Linga, Krishna Shilae etc. are made by the craftsmen as some of 
the traditional carvings of the Hampi/ Hospet region of Karnataka in India that are mostly placed in the temples. 
Also the carvings of Dolphin and duck are also done by the craftsmen on the stones. As per the craftsmen the 
cost of the stone carving largely depends on the type of the intricate works and the sizes it has to be carved on 
to. More of Ganesha Idols are specially done here. 


, 
Ze 


Sita, Rama, Laxmana and Hanuman idols are finalized and kept. 
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Finely solidified Balamuri Ganesh idol is ready to be Simhavaahini goddess sculpture is carved and smooth 
installed at temple. finishing is done and preliminary pooja is performed 
before it is installed in the temple. 
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Shiv-ling is intricately carved with the fine details. Lord Shiv’s idol is done by using marble stone. 
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Backside space of the Nataraja idol is used nicely by Hanuman sculpture is completely carved and finalized 
designing it brilliantly. and kept aside before installing it in the temple. 
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Nataraja is the depiction of lord Shiva, is carved beautifully and kept for sale. 
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Contact Details 


This documentation was done by Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Divyadarshan C. S. 


and Lija M.G. at NID Campus, Bengaluru. 


You can get in touch with 
¢ Prof. Bibhudutta Baral at bibhudutta[at]nid.edu 


You could write to the following address regarding 
suggestions and clarifications: 


Helpdesk Details: 

Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 

R & D Campus 

National Institute of Design 

#12 HMT Link Road, Off Tumkur Road 
Bengaluru 560 022 

India 


Phone: +91 80 2357 9054 
Fax: +91 80 23373086 
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com 
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